
















 

 

scientists @ work:         
scientist for 1 day! 
 

Science in school is often limited 
to a theoretical explanation.   
However, the trials, the invention 
and testing of new methods is an 
important part of science, but 

what high school has a  fully equipped lab with the latest 
materials and any expertise?   

The solution seems simple, but is unique in Europe:   
invite young people and their teachers to the             
laboratories! Scientists @ work (Belgium) creates a 
bridge between education and research. It works with an 
interdisciplinary approach — all within a 
stimulating environment. Scientists @ 
work takes young student scientists to 
sample the work of a professional     
scientist, hoping that this will              
encourage them to choose a scientific 
training. We offer teachers and their 
pupils from upper school the possibility 
of hands on experience of scientific 
laboratory procedures in the life        
sciences to  true academic and         
industrial laboratory standards. Those 
teams who carry out the best work are          
rewarded with great prizes for the whole team. 
 

Typical examples of previous laboratory        
experience include:  
 

To create an anti-biogram; Creation of          
pharmaceutical proteins in plants;               
Demonstrate germ exhibit DNA for the sexing 
of birds and detection of freemartinism in cattle; 
 

Alternate methods: less animal testing as a result of in 
vitro testing; Angiogenesis and neurogenesis: a  new link 
and common genetic code, studied with functional      
genomics; Blood: an endless source of information;    
Diagnostics and study of the swarming movement of the 
hospital bacterium Pseudomonas aeruginosa; Analysis 
of plants using molecular DNA markers; A new gene in 
my bread?; A new influenza vaccine?; Does the egg 
white reveal its secret? Genetics at the DNA level;   

Targeted plant breeding by using advanced sequencing 
technologies; Heart and blood vessels: PlGF; Do I have 
sleeping sickness, yes or no?; HIV-Lab: detection of and 
fight against hazardous micro-organisms; How             
sustainable is bioenergy? How do brain cells talk?  
How safe is our water?  

 

Scientists @ work hopes to 
show students many        
aspects of real science     
carried out for scientific         
research. Teamwork is    
required to process the    
results and accordingly this 
is why we invite school 
teams to experience      

working together under a single project. 
 

The final presentation of the team’s results must be    
composed of: 

• A description of the project 
• The results of the techniques 
• Discussion and conclusions 
• Observations on working with the scientists 
 

To be eligible for the final contest, the reports from 
teams having completed a project with us, must meet all 
of the criteria stated previously and be submitted in a 
timely manner. An independent jury will then select 10 
winners.  
 

This year, this final event takes place in Ghent, on 12 
May 2010. Their posters, presentations and defence 
must convince the jury! For the 3 winning teams there 
are very smart and encouraging prizes.  

 

In 2010, the first prize is a trip to Valencia, 
Spain and includes an access ticket for the 
exhibition 'Life and Genome "in the 'Ciudad 
de Las's Artes y las Ciencias de Valencia". 
The second price is a weekend in the        
Ardennes.   

The third prize consists of coupons. All prizes 
will be handed out during the final event. In 

addition an iPod is awarded to 
the best individual student 
write– up on the team pages. 
 

The prizes are for up to 15    
students and 2 teachers.        
Although it is the pupils who 
have effectively contributed to 
the end results that qualify for 
the prices, teams that are the 
first or second prize winners 
must be accompanied by at 

least 1 teacher.  
 

Scientists @ work as it was ... 
Scientists @ work started in the academic year 2003–
2004. A comprehensive overview of the first editions can 
be found here.  
 

More than 800 young people began in October 2003  
with a project and 43 project mentors willing and       
available to help them. The main prize was a trip to       
Ireland, which was won by the school, Holy Family in      
Sint-Niklaas, Belgium. 
 

By the sixth year of the programme (2008–2009) 1600 
pupils experienced real science for a day and 160       
scientists offered them 62 different projects. On 13 May 
2009, the 10 winners spoke confidently about their      
research in the University halls of the KU Leuven.  
 

Scientists @ work has introduced a meaningful and    
interesting programme to encourage young minds to 
think about entering a field of science as a career. They 
run the sessions successfully 
and the evidence of           
continuing participation each 
year shows that this is a well 
received example of outreach 

into the community. 
                        
       Contact:  
       Sven Verheyen 



 

 

 

European and Global Plant Research programme 

Upcoming FP7 deadlines 
• 29 April 2010   Capacities: Science in Society: National Contact Points 

 

April’s edition of the newsletter highlights the National 
Science Foundation (NSF) in the US  with an eye to        
collaborative approaches mutually benefitting our EPSO 
members and researchers in the US.  
 

In particular, the NSF has programmes specifically      
directed to collaboration in Eastern European countries 
and more recently to all Europeans. (See article: More 
opportunities for International Collaborations in Eastern 
Europe) and the  BREAD programme — to be detailed in 
a later newsletter.   
 

Although it may not be possible to apply directly to the 
NSF — it may be possible to ‘team up’ with scientists 
and students in the US in order to secure funding, share 
equipment and expertise and encourage a global           
understanding in plant sciences. 
 

Typically, the NSF supports the costs of the US team 
and foreign partners are typically supported by their own 
funding agencies. However, although grants can  target 
research based in US research institutions, non-US    
nationals may also benefit from these funds either upon 
invitation by US investigators to work on specific projects 
or by becoming co-principal investigators within newly 
conceived collaborative research.  
 

NSF Projects are often co-funded by more research    
partners in a cross-divisional perspective within the NSF. 
The type of support provided by the NSF spans from 
typical research grants to postdocs and grants for       
training and research. Collaboration between US       
researchers and researchers abroad can be funded in 
almost all new proposals to NSF or in supplements to 
existing NSF awards. No special solicitation is            
necessary, as international activities are supported 
throughout the NSF portfolio. However, some disciplines 
do maintain programs specifically designed to foster  
international collaboration (examples).  
 

Generally, the National Science Foundation funds       
research and education in most fields of science and 
engineering  except for medical sciences through grants 
and cooperative agreements to more than 2,000        
colleges, universities, K-12 school systems, businesses, 
informal science organisations and other research      
organisations throughout the United States.  
 

The Foundation also supports cooperative research    
between universities and industry, US participation in 
international scientific and engineering efforts, and        
educational activities at every academic level.  
 

The Office of International Science and                         
Engineering (INT) contributes to NSF's mission by      
promoting new partnerships between US investigators 
and their colleagues in other countries, or new             
cooperative projects between established collaborators. 
Such activities may be in any field of science and           
engineering research and education supported by NSF. 

• Researchers from Eurasia may apply with their US 
collaborators to the US Civilian Research &       
Development Foundation (CRDF) for support of 
cooperative research in basic science and         
engineering and biomedicine. 
 

• The European Commission has developed a      
network of European researchers in the U.S. to be 
named "EURAXESS Links" for communication 
and networking among them and across the       
Atlantic. For more information, see the 
EURAXESS website. 

 

The NSF also collaborates with the European             
Commission, which in turn supports US scholars        
participating in research carried out at the European   
Science Foundation. 
 
 

Applications should be sent in by the 1 May each year, 
although applications are accepted throughout the year 
and all activities require approval of both the NSF and 
the European counterpart agency before funding is given 
by either country. 
 

Eastern European researchers must submit parallel   
proposals to the relevant organisations at the following 
links:: 

• Croatia - Ministry of Science and Technology 
(MZT).  

• Czech Republic - Academy of Sciences of the 
Czech Republic (CAS) .  

• Hungary - Hungarian Academy of Sciences 
(MTA);  Hungarian Scientific Research Fund 
(OTKA)             
 

• Slovakia - Slovak Academy of Sciences (SAV).  
• Slovenia - Ministry of Education, Science and 

Sports (MSZS).  
 

The NSF also has a regional office in Europe that      
maintains a website: NSF Europe Homepage with       
information about European research and educational        
institutions.  
 

Further useful funding information from the NSF for    
Eastern European collaboration include: 
 

• NSF-NATO Postdoctoral Fellowships: Outreach to 
East Europe 

• United States-Bulgaria Cooperative Science     
Program Cooperative 

• United States-Czechoslovakia Cooperative       
Science: Cooperative 

• United States-Hungary         
Cooperative Science Program 

 
Current European / US project 
 

An example of joint collaboration with 
the NSF and UK is highlighted in the 
John Innes and Sainsbury Laboratory ‘Advances’ News 
publication for Spring 2010 (p13) — the article of which 
is also on our EPSO website under News. 
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Panorama of plant research funding 
opportunities in Poland 

Public funding   

All scientific institutions 
apply to the  Ministry of 
Science and Higher 
Education (MSHE) for 
funding. There are two 
separate applications: 
the first for so called 
statutory money which 

goes for fulfilment of statutory tasks, and the second one 
is for research. Each stream is then divided internally.  
This funding has been a steady stream of finance for the 
last 10 years — no matter which political party is in     
Government. Every four years the Ministry of Education  
evaluates all of the faculties of their Universities. 

The MSHE was opened on 5 May 2006 in replacement 
of several parts of the Ministries of Education and       
Science. They administer governmental activities in     
science and higher education and have a budget for    
scientific research provided by State funds.   
 

Within the MSHE, the Council for Science constitutes a 
formal representation of the research community and 
plays an advisory role to the Minister of Science and 
Higher Education, who represents the decision-making 
authority in the field of scientific policy and public funding 
of R & D.  
 

Importantly — the Council of Science has a major       
responsibility to run a competitory grant system which 
amounts to 10–12% of science budget money. 
 

The Council started its existence on 5th February 2005 
replacing the pre-existing Committee for Scientific       
Research (KBN), which used to be elected on the basis 
of a democratic procedure and was a decision making 
body in the area of science financing. The Council      
consists of up to 70 members — the scientific community 
elects 33 of them from among candidates designated by 
other ministers and organisations of research institutions. 
They are independent from the Minister in issuing its 
opinions and as such does not take decisions concerning 
funding of scientific activity or research institutions. The 
Committee on Science and Technology Policy is the only 
organ of the Science Council that plays a role of a policy 
advisor. 
 

European Union 
 

Since Poland joined the EU in 1 May, 2004,  new 
possibilities of funding became available via the 
European Social Fund, the European Regional 
Development Fund and community initiatives. Poland 
was involved in the 5th and the 6th Framework           
Programmes (FP) of the European Union and is also a 
partner to such international programmes as EUREKA 
(joining in 1995), COST, CERN, DESY and NATO       
Science Programme.  

Another source of research funding comes from the  
Foundation for Polish Science (FNP) that was formed in 
1991 with a mission to support science in Poland. It is an 
independent, self-financing, non-profit and non– 
governmental organisation. They award prizes and 
scholarships to scientists and grants for transfer of 
scientific achievements to industry. They also play a 
major role in actively supporting International scientific 
co-operation, facilitating exchange of scientific ideas and 
increasing the scientific independence of younger 
scientists.  
 

Specifically under the EXTERIUS Programme, the 
foundation gives support to exceptional initiatives of 
significant importance for science which cannot obtain 
funding from any other sources. Their HOMING PLUS 
Programme is very new and will be an important means 
of encouraging young Polish students to return to Poland 
and to encourage postdoctoral scientists of other 
countries who are interested in a Fellowship in Poland.  
 

Furthermore, the IDEAS FOR POLAND Programme 
offers winners, from all over the world, of the ERC 
Starting Grants, the opportunity to choose Poland to 
carry out their research projects submitted to the ERC 
competition. The successful applicants are subsidised by 
the Foundation with a scientific scholarship for a 
maximum period of six years.  
 

Recently, a plant science specialist became one of the 
first beneficiaries of the WELCOME programme also run 
by the FNP to engage outstanding researchers from 
abroad to create research teams in Poland and            
intensifying international cooperation of the Polish       
institutes and universities. 
 

Another important source of funding comes from the 
International Visigrad Fund that was founded by the 
Visigrad Group (V4) - the Czech Republic, the Republic 
of Hungary, the Republic of Poland and the Slovak 
Republic on 9 June, 2000. The Fund was set up to 
promote and facilitate development of closer cooperation 
amongst the V4 countries and with countries worldwide 
through the support of common cultural, scientific and 
educational projects, youth exchanges, cross-border 
projects and tourism promotion. In 2010 their budget 
totals around 6 million euros stemming from equal 
proportions 
from each of 
the V4 
governments. 
 

Specifically for 
exchange 
students — 
there is 
ERASMUS 
(see the 
November 
2009 EPSO 
Newsletter 14) and the CEEPUS Programme. CEEPUS 
(A Central European Exchange Programme for           
University Studies) that is a cooperation programme 
within the area of education, financed on the strength of 
agreement between the governments of: 

National Research Funding Opportunities Poland  
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Upcoming Meetings 

Career Opportunities 

 
• 5th EPSO Conference: Finland 18 - 22 April, 2010  
• 18th European Biomass Conference, 3 - 7 May, 

Lyon, France  
• RRB6 Conference, 7- 9 June, Germany  
• 2nd International Symposium on Chloroplast        

Genomics and Genetic Engineering (2nd ISCGGE): 
20 - 23 June 2010, Maynooth, Ireland  

• 2010 International Workshop on Wood Biorefinery 
and Tree Biotechnology, 21- 23 June, Örnsköldsvik, 
Sweden  

• PhD Summer School: 21 - 25 June 2010, University 
of Copenhagen, Denmark 

 
• Metabolomics Conference: June 27 - July 1, 2010, 

The Netherlands  
• Plant Molecular Biology Conference: 18 - 23 July 

2010, USA  
• 2010 GARNet Meeting, 6 - 7 September, Durham, 

UK  

 

You can find more detailed list on the EPSO website: 
http://www.epsoweb.org/events/plant-meetings-agenda/list 
Announce your meeting on our new website by contacting 

EPSO 

• Tenure – track position, Tel Aviv, Israel 
• Three PhD positions, Poland 
• UNESCO Fellowships 
• Junior Researcher, Bioforsk, Norway 
• 2 group leaders, Umea, Sweden 
• Fulbright Student Fellowships for Master and PhD 
• Literature Curator, VIB-Gent, Belgium 
• Sponsored training, Tromsø, Norway 
• Professorship, Paris, France 
• Research Specialist : UCL, Louvain, Belgium 
• Sato International Scholarship Foundation, Japan 
• New Zealand Development Scholarship 
• Two Fellowships at Rothamsted Research Institute, 

UK 
• PhD Scholarships: Aarhus University, Denmark 

• MSc Scholarships: University of Edinburgh, Scotland 
• Scholarship for PhD and post-doctoral studies in 

Sweden 
• Scholarship for master's level studies in Sweden 
• Post-doctoral position, France 
• PhD position, Austria 
• Postdoctoral position, Austria 

For more information on these positions:  
http://www.epsoweb.org/careers/jobs 

Send your job announcements to: EPSO 
  

Austria; Czech Republic; Hungary; Bulgaria; Slovakia     
Republic; Poland; Croatia; Slovenia; Romania.  
 

The programme creates the possibility 
of student and academic staff           
exchange between universities forming 
a network.  
 

Private science funding in Poland 

Poland is very poor with respect to 
private funding of research. Most of the 
research and   development (R & D) 
within Poland is carried out within the 
public domain.  
 

Due to the changes in Government 
from communist to democratic        
processes — many of the private     
companies involved in R & D were 
taken over by companies outwith      
Poland who preferred to maintain their own laboratories.   

This in effect reduced the Polish industrial R & D  to 
more of a ‘packing industry’. 
 

According to one of our members in Poland ‘one of the 
most important and successful decisions by the        
European Commission and the member states was to 

allow part of the European Structural Fund to be used for 
research (research infrastructure). This is creating a 

huge impact now on the 
modernisation of          
research infrastructure in 
Poland.  
 

It is vital for countries like 
Poland that this           
particular stream of EU 
money will be available 
after 2013 when the new 
EU budget will be       
decided.  This is        
probably one of the most 
justified ways of      
spending the money of 
European taxpayers. 

 

There are several known other sources of funding in  
Poland such as EMBO, Wellcome Trust and the        
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation (AvH).   
 

For some time, Polish scientists have taken the biggest 
share in all programmes run by the AvH and many have 
also applied to the US Fulbright programme which is also 
very popular and considered prestigious.  
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Tenure-track position, Tel Aviv, Israel 
Faculty Position – Plant Sciences:The Department of Plant Sciences at The Tel Aviv University (ISRAEL) invites 
applications for a tenure-track position, starting October 1st 2011, in the general area of plant biology. 
 

We are interested in applicants who apply modern approaches to investigate fundamental problems in plant         
genetics, physiology, biochemistry, cell and developmental biology, or ecology. 
 

Applicants employing bioinformatics or systems biology approaches are also encouraged to apply. We will consider 
applications at the tenure-track level. In outstanding cases, an appointment of senior faculty will be considered. 
 

We seek an outstanding investigator who will build an active research program and who will teach effectively (in 
Hebrew) at the undergraduate and graduate levels. 
 

Applicants should send their curriculum vitae, list of publications, statement of research plans, and teaching         
interests to Prof. Hillel Fromm (e-mail: Hillelf@post.tau.ac.il). Successful candidates will be asked to arrange three           
letters of recommendation. Home page: http://www.tau.ac.il/lifesci/departments/plant_s/ 

  Detailed Career Section 

Three positions: Poland 
1. Post-translational modifications of SGT 1 and their consequences for plant disease resistance and hormone 

responses. Supervised by Dr Hennig in collaboration with Dr Parker at Max-Planck Institute in Cologne. 
2. Mechanisms involved in regulation of the early steps of biosynthesis of Polyisoprenoids in plants. Supervised 

by Dr Swiezewska in collaboration with Dr Rohmer at Louis Pasteur University in Strasbourg. 
3.      The role of SNF1-related protein kinases type 2 in plant defence against environmental stress. Supervised by 
 Dr Dobrowolska in collaboration with Dr Wendehenne from University of Burgundy in Dijon. 
 

Flyer: http://www.epsoweb.org/webfm_send/80 and Website: http://www.ibb.waw.pl/molbiophd 

UNESCO Fellowships: The fellowships offered under this scheme are of short term duration (6 months maximum) 
and are intended for specialized training at the postgraduate level. 
Priority targets are promising and qualified specialists who seek to undertake advanced research or to upgrade their 
skills and knowledge of state-of-the-art developments in their field of study or work. 
Graduate and Postgraduate candidates for study abroad wishing to: 
• Pursue training 
• Undertake advanced research 
• Upgrade skills 
• Attend specialized or refresher courses. 
Read more: http://cambodiajobs.blogspot.com/2010/03/unesco-fellowships.html 

Junior researcher: Norway 
A 2 yr vacancy is available (with the possibility of a further year extension) at the Department of Genetics and      
Biotechnology, Bioforsk, Norway. 
 

Tobacco plants will be used as a green factory to produce tetravalent vaccine against Dengue Fever, a mosquito 
borne viral disease that is re-emerging in many parts of the world. This will be achieved by expressing the host cell 
receptor binding dengue envelope domain III (EDIII) of the four antigenic serotypes, DEN1 to DEN4, alone or      
together in tobacco chloroplasts. The effect of the chloroplast-derived dengue vaccine and the potential economic 
and social benefits of the tetravalent dengue vaccine production in chloroplasts will be evaluated. 
 

Research activities will mainly take place at Bioforsk, where there is a good research environment. International     
co-operation, especially with India and Austria, includes visits/ stays at these partner laboratories. 
 

A PhD or equivalent in plant biotechnology / molecular biology or protein chemistry is required.  
 

Further information: http://www.epsoweb.org/webfm_send/81 

Two group leader positions, Sweden 
We are looking for two group leaders with the ambition to establish internationally competitive research related to 
feedstock and bioenergy. 
 

The positions come with a start-up package including a PhD/post doc positions and running expenses. 
Both positions will work within the framework of Bio4Energy (http://www.bio4energy.se), a novel Swedish centre for 
bioenergy with emphasis on forest feedstock. 
 

This stimulating network will provide a supportive environment, and exiting connections towards wood processing 
and biorefining in academia and industry. 
 

You will be based at Umeå Plant Science Centre, an internationally recognized centre in experimental plant biology 
and forest biotechnology. A total of about 180 persons from 35 countries are working here of which about 30 are 
group leaders. UPSC offers state of the art technical platforms for performing cutting edge research in plant biology 
and forest biotechnology. 
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Umeå Plant Science Centre, Sweden continued... 
 

Position 1 “Lignocellulose Biology” 
Your research should focus on basic biology of lignocellulose feedstock, with possible applications for the use of 
forest feedstock as a source of energy and materials. 
Position 2 “Metabolic Engineering”. 
Your research should focus on the metabolic flow from photosynthetic carbon fixation to soluble and insoluble end 
products with possible applications to modify both quantitative and qualitative aspects of plant biomass production. 
 For further information see www.upsc.se. 

Literature Curator: VIB-Gent, Belgium 
The fellow will work in the Department of Plant Systems Biology (VIB -Gent University) in a collaborative effort     
between the groups Functional Genomics and Systems Biology of Yield, headed by Prof. Pierre Hilson and Prof. 
Dirk Inzé, in the framework of the AGRON-OMICS European Integrated Project (www.agron-omics.eu). You will   
participate to the curation of primary research results published in the scientific   literature, focusing on the           
characterization of plant growth and development processes and emphasizing studies based on the model plant 
Arabidopsis thaliana. 
 

The information you collect will be integrated with phenotype and molecular profiles (transcript, protein, metabolite) 
with the aim to build a scaffold to model the coordination of the biological modules involved in the regulation of plant 
organ growth. 
 

Profile of the fellow 
• Master in Biological Sciences or equivalent 
• Good social skills to work as the member of a team 
• Independent and motivated 
• Excellent knowledge of the English language is necessary 
Time line: 1 year contract, starting as soon as possible. 
Location: Department of Plant Systems Biology, VIB, Gent University Technologiepark 927, 9052 Gent, Belgium 
Further details of the position and more information available at www.psb.ugent.be 

Professorship: Paris, France 
The professor will teach genetics and molecular biology at undergraduate and graduate (master and doctorate)    
levels, in particular for the “Cell systems biology” programme coordinated by the biology department and for the    
doctoral training programme of the Pierre-Gilles de Gennes Foundation.   

See the website :(http://www.fondation-pgg.org/index_uk.php) and http://www.epsoweb.org/webfm_send/83 for   
further job details. 

Two Career Fellowships: Rothamsted, UK 
At the UK government funded institute Rothamsted Research, located near London in England, we have recently 
made two major breakthroughs whilst investigating the take-all fungus–wheat root interaction using a range of wheat 
germplasm (see www.WGIN.org.uk, objective 10). We now wish to appoint two new research fellows to establish 
their own research groups to take forward these findings on the following inter-related topics: 
 

a)     The molecular, genetic and biochemical basis of root resistance to talk-all within the Triticeae. 
b)     Defining the molecular/biochemical basis of the interaction occurring in the wheat root – rhizosphere which  
limits take-all inoculum build-up in soil in a 1st wheat crop situation. 
 

Both selected candidates will be expected to apply for their own fellowship funds to support their own salary and that 
of an initial small research team for 5 years. They should therefore already have an excellent academic track record, 
have demonstrated their ability to undertake creative and innovative research, and should have completed their PhD 
studies within the past 4 years. 
  

In order to establish a multidisciplinary approach to their research, the ideal candidates should be well versed in  
several of the following including molecular biology, biochemistry, genetics, various ‘omics approaches,                 
microbiology, cell biology and bioinformatics. Previous experience in investigating either a specific plant pathogen–
root interactions or a crop plant species is not essential. 
 

Rothamsted Research has over 90 years experience in take-all research. In addition, over the past 8 years the 
wheat pathogenomic programme has been established which focuses exclusively on the UK’s most important          
non-biotrophic pathogenic fungal interactions and soil-borne virus interactions. Full details on this research and    
recent achievements are available at http://www.rothamsted.bbsrc.ac.uk/ppi/wptop.html. 
   

Once appointed the fellows will be expected to develop further their own research groups by applying for external 
UK and EU grants and through devising appropriate PhD student and under-graduate summer student projects. 
These activities will either be done alone or in partnership with collaborators at Rothamsted or with other academic / 
industry based groups. Neither post has any formal teaching duties. 
 

The appointed fellows will join the wheat pathogenomics team and will become members of the Department of Plant 
Pathology and Microbiology. 
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PhD Scholarships: Aarhus University, Denmark 
The Department of Management at Aarhus School of Business, Aarhus University, has an opening for a PhD    
scholarship as of 1 March 2010 or as soon as possible thereafter. 
 

Over the past few years, entrepreneurship has become an area of increased strategic interest and the                  
entrepreneurship research group at the Department of Management therefore invites applicants for a position as 
PhD student. This particular position is within the area of entrepreneurship and regional development and is funded 
by the Regional Development Council. 
 

The PhD student will be joining a dedicated and vibrant group of senior and junior researchers in entrepreneurship 
from both the business school and the university. 
 

She/he will be expected to partake in events arranged by the group and in writing of academic articles alone and 
with members of the group, and to communicate research results to the public. 
 

A successful international applicant is expected to acquire a basic working knowledge of Danish during the early 
period of the PhD position. 
 

Read more: http://cambodiajobs.blogspot.com/2010/01/phd-scholarships-at-aarhus-university.html 

Post-doctoral position: France 
A 2yr post-doctoral position is available to conduct research in the area of signal transduction in plant defence      
responses. The research will be focused on the analysis of the interaction between nitric oxide (NO) and reactive 
oxygen species (ROS) at the cellular and molecular level. The impact of their interplay in cell signalling as well as 
cell death will be particularly investigated.  
 

Applicants should have a real interest for signal transduction, a strong background in cellular imaging and protein 
biochemistry and be familiar with protein immunodetection and purification. 
 

For more information go to http://www.dijon.inra.fr/pme. Details of position: http://www.epsoweb.org/file/22 

Postdoctoral and a PhD position: Austria 
A postdoctoral position is available in Karel Riha’s group at the Gregor Mendel Institute of Molecular Plant Biology in 
Vienna, Austria (http://www.gmi.oeaw.ac.at/). The Gregor Mendel Institute is a newly founded research facility of the 
Austrian Academy of Sciences that is integrated in the international and highly prolific scientific environment of the 
Vienna Biocenter.  
 

The lab is primary interested in understanding the structure, function and replication of telomeres. We are looking 
for a highly motivated scientist, preferably with a background in biochemistry or chromatin analysis, to undertake a 
project focused on functional analysis of telomeric chromatin.  
 

Interested candidates should send their application including a cover letter, CV and contact information for at least 
two referees to Dr. Karel Riha: karel.riha@gmi.oeaw.ac.at 

New Zealand Development Scholarship 
The New Zealand Development Scholarships (NZDS) scheme offers the opportunity to people from selected         
developing countries to undertake development-related studies in New Zealand. 
 

This may include study related to education, health, rural livelihoods, governance, human rights, or economic        
development, depending on the human resource development training needs of the home government. 
Development Scholarships are offered for full-time, tertiary level study at participating New Zealand education       
institutions. 
Read more: http://cambodiajobs.blogspot.com/2007/06/new-zealand-development-scholarships.html 
 

*Job submissions 
Please send all job and scholarship details in the first instance to us at EPSO. We will ensure the details are put 
onto the website and mentioned in the following newsletters until the deadline date mentioned in the  job              
description.  
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About EPSO 

Disclaimer 

EPSO, the European Plant Science Organisation, is an independent academic organisation that represents more 
than 225 leading research institutes, universities and departments from 30 countries. Together they represent over 
28000 plant researchers and staff. In addition, EPSO has over 1600 personal members. 
 
The mission of EPSO is to promote plant science and plant scientists, to represent plant scientists in discussions                  
about future plant science programme priorities across Europe, to provide an authoritative source of independent 
information on plant science, and to promote training of plant scientists to meet 21st Century challenges in       
breeding, agriculture, horticulture, forestry, plant ecology and sectors related to plant science. 
 
To achieve its mission, EPSO advises policy and decision makers at national and European level on science       
policy, as an independent body and as member of the Initiative for Science in Europe (ISE) and the European       
Technology Platform ‘Plants for the Future’ (Plant ETP). EPSO supports plant scientists via the EPSO conferences 
including support grants for junior and eastern scientists, workshops, tutorships and as information broker via 
EPSO News and its website. 
 
EPSO’s strategy is defined by the representatives at the General Meeting and further elaborated by the                              
elected Board. Current Board members are Wilhelm Gruissem (president – CH), Ulrich Schurr (vice-president & 
treasurer – DE), Eva-Mari Aro (FI), Ernst van den Ende (NL), Jacek Hennig (PL), Jonathan Jones (UK),           
Christophe Plomion (FR), Pere Puigdomenech (ES), Chiara Tonelli (IT) and Erkki Truve (EE). 
  
 EPSO’s strategy is implemented by its members and staff. Contact us to join our activities:  

• Science policy (EPSO, ISE, Plant ETP), members, observers, association relations:  
         Karin Metzlaff  
• Newsletter, website, external publications: Daniela Mayes 
• EU projects, EPSO workshops: Dorothée  Bongaerts 
• Conference, office, database, personal membership: Nadia Khawaja 

  
Since its creation in 2000, the organisation has become a strong advocate of plant research in Europe and an      
important voice articulating the contributions and needs of plant scientists at national and European levels and     
beyond. 

Every effort has been made to present all information accurately.     
However, no liability is accepted for any inclusions or advice given or 
for omissions from the publication. Hyperlinks are provided as a            
convenience to users. EPSO is not responsible for the contents of any                     
information provided by outside sites through these links. 
  

As the information provided in EPSO News can only be a selection, 
EPSO is happy to receive further and updated information for              
distribution. 
 

 EPSO News is an online newsletter published five times a           
year. Access is restricted to EPSO personal members.  
© EPSO. Material may be cited provided full reference is given.     

Next EPSO News Issue 17 – Publication date: June 2010 
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1000 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel/Fax: +32 (0)2 21362 61 / 69 
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MoU EPSO FESPB joint   
conference 2012 
Details of a joint conference between 
FESPB and EPSO will be announced 
at the 5th EPSO Conference in Olos, 
Finland this month (April). A Plant 
Biology Congress will be jointly      
organised in Freiburg 2012. 

As yet—dates are still to be decided. 

 
 

 

2nd meeting of the Global 
Plant Council 28–29 July 
2010 in Montreal 
 
 
 

Wilhelm Gruissem and Karin Metzlaff 
will represent EPSO in the           
forthcoming meeting. 
 

 

 

 

 

The "Trust Researchers     
Initiative" 
 
www.trust-researchers.eu             
addresses the European Parliament 
and the Council of Ministers in order 
to support the highly necessary and 
currently ongoing efforts towards 
simplification of European Research 
Programmes. 
 
EPSO encourages its members to 
support this initiative. 
 
 


