










 

 

Welcome to the Gatsby 
Plants TREE 
 
The Gatsby Plants TREE (Tool 
for Research Engaged            
Education) is a new teaching 
tool for lecturers which provides       
access to downloadable          
research-informed lecture slides, 

animations, films and the Gatsby Plants Summer School 
lectures. 
 
It was conceived by a group of internationally             
recognised plant developmental researchers who use 
their own research and that of others in their discipline 
to   illustrate ideas, concepts, and theories in their     
teaching. 
 
These on-line lectures, delivered by leading plant       
scientists about their research, are deliberately pitched 
at a level to engage and enthuse undergraduate        
students — with the emphasis being on scientific 
thought and the nature of discovery — to study plant 
science further through two initiatives which expose 
them to the exciting developments in plant science and 
the scientists leading this research.  
 
The group devised an interlinked hierarchical structure 
which incorporates key aspects of modern plant science 
to act as a browsable framework for individual lecture 
slides and lecture content. These are: 
• an annual Summer School for high-achieving 1st 

year undergraduate students from UK Universities 
• a Teaching Resource providing plant science    

lecturers with access to novel and inspiring   
teaching materials 

 
The Gatsby Plants Summer School  
The Gatsby Plants Summer School brings together 
high-achieving 1st year UK University undergraduates 
with leaders in the field of plant science research.  
 
Through a series of plenary lectures, practicals and  
career talks, students are challenged with new ways of 
thinking about plants and discover what plant science 
can do for their future. Gatsby Plants Summer School 
lectures are on-line lectures delivered by leading plant 
scientists.   
 
We hope that all they learn at the Summer School will 
inspire them to look at their module choice when they 
return to University, and possibly change them to      
include more plant-based options.  
 
The Gatsby Plants Teaching Resource 
This resource aims to provide University lecturers with 
access to novel and inspiring plant science teaching 
material. The intuitive TREE allows lecturers  to search, 
browse and download individual lecture slide content, 
from which they build their own lectures. 
 
The resource is split into two main sections:  

1. Teaching material: practicals, Summer 

School lectures, images, movies, animations, 
case studies, links and books. The majority of 
materials has been kindly contributed by         
members of the plant science research            
community. However, Gatsby Plants has also    
negotiated access to material from some           
commercial organisations and will be actively   
involved in generating novel content in the future. 

  
2. Lecturer Database: a database of plant science 

lecturers who have agreed to be contactable to 
discuss teaching and possibly share resources. 
The database covers contact details, research 
interests and, where provided, teaching interests. 

  
The TREE structure also helps to place a topic in       
context and highlight the main plant science topics. 
Where a lecture slide is derived from a research paper it 
is linked to the original source for reference and all    
content which is available for download has been      
copyright cleared for educational use. 
 

Gatsby Plants also delivers the Plant 
News with RSS feed which links to current                  
developments and breakthroughs in plant science as 
well as any plant science being reported in the news. 
 
A key strength of this new teaching tool is that it is being 
developed by the research community. The initial focus 
has been on plant development but the TREE will grow 
in content to include other areas of plant science. 
 
Gatsby Plants is coordinated by Dr Celia Knight of the 
Centre for Plant Sciences at the University of Leeds and 
supported by a national steering group of plant science 
researchers.  
 
The project is now in its 4th 
year and has received          
continued funding until 2011. 
 
Contact: Celia Knight 



 

 

 

European and Global Plant Research programme 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation / NSF – Bread 
Programme 
 

The National Science Foundation (NSF) and the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) partnered to support 
a new research programme ‘The Basic Research to    
Enable Agricultural Development (BREAD)’ programme, 
administered by NSF. This funding partnership has     
issued its first 15 grants, which include around $3 million 
for genomics research. Up to $6 million is anticipated to 
be available for first-year funding of this programme in 
FY 2010, subject to availability of funds. 
 
The objective of the BREAD Programme is to support 
innovative scientific research designed to address key 
constraints to smallholder agriculture in the developing 
world and the five-year BREAD programme is aimed at 
enabling researchers to use creative approaches and 
technologies to tackle problems faced by small farms, 
such as stresses affecting crops and animals — like 
drought, diseases, and pests that are common in the 
developing world. The response to the programme has 
been overwhelming. 
 
More than 130 US institutions in 45 states, partnering 
with more than 200 institutions in 68 countries, submitted 
proposals for the inaugural competition. Projects were in 
fields as diverse as the genetic improvement of crops 
and animals, control of diseases and pests, the        
chemistry and biology of soils and water, and             
engineering.  
 
A significant distinction between BREAD and other NSF 
programmes is that proposals to BREAD must make a 
clear and well-defined connection between the outcomes 
of the proposed research and its direct relevance and 
potential application to agriculture in the developing 
world. The BREAD Programme will take the activities of 
the PGRP to the next level by supporting a broader 
range of scientific research and by enabling funding to 
be allocated to international collaborators through      
sub-awards. 
 
The Programme's focus is on novel, transformative     
research at the proof-of-concept stage rather than its 
application or development. Especially encouraged are 
original proposals that address major constraints to the 
productivity of crops important to smallholder farmers, or 
on the development of novel and efficient production 
practices.  
 
Although the Programme places an initial emphasis on 
crop improvement, it will also consider innovative        
research proposals from scientists in all fields of         
research and engineering as long as the proposed        
research is consistent with the Programme objectives.  
 

Proposals are also expected to address project           
outcomes in the context of broader societal impacts, and 
as appropriate to the research proposed, engage        
international partners in scientific collaborations. 
 
Proposals may only be submitted by Universities and 
colleges — universities and two- and four-year colleges 
(including community colleges) accredited in, and having 
a campus located in the US, acting on behalf of their 
faculty members.; US non-profit research organizations, 
including museums, research laboratories, professional 
societies; or similar organizations in the US that are    
directly associated with educational or research          
activities; or consortia led by the eligible organizations 
listed here. 
 
A proposal from a consortium of organizations must be 
submitted as a single proposal with one US organisation 
serving as the lead and all other organizations as       
sub-awardees.  
 
Note: Separately submitted collaborative proposals will 
not be accepted and will be returned without review. 
 
Sub-awards may be made to US or non-US academic 
institutions, research organizations, research             
laboratories, professional societies and similar           
organisations that are directly associated with            
educational or research activities. 
 
Last year, a team of researchers from Wageningen        
University, the Netherlands, prepared to investigate the 
adoption, spread and potential benefits of the System of 
Rice Intensification (SRI). SRI comprises a set of rice 
cultivation practices that differs from traditional methods, 
and has actively been promoted for the last decade to 
farmers as a "best management practice" by some      
governments and many non-governmental development 
agencies, predominantly in Asia.  
 
Supported by a grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, the researchers will document how SRI has 
evolved over time in different agro-ecologies and         
examine the reasons underlying farmers' adoption,     
non-adoption or dis-adoption of this practice as a 
method to increase their rice yields and incomes.  
 
Wageningen University were awarded $19,204,955 for a 
four year period from November 2009 to increase        
legume productivity, family nutrition, soil health, cropping 
systems, and farm income for small farmers in Africa by 
expanding the use of selected legumes, proven tools of 
biological nitrogen fixation, and sound agronomic       
principles.  
 
The project proposal was made under 
the Global Development Programme, 
topic ‘Agricultural Development’, serving 
the regions ‘Africa and Global’. See their 
website for further information and read 
their press release. 

http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=503403&org=DBI�
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/press-releases/Pages/nsf-awards-first-bread-grants-100512.aspx�
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/press-releases/Pages/nsf-awards-first-bread-grants-100512.aspx�
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/press-releases/Pages/nsf-awards-first-bread-grants-100512.aspx�
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/press-releases/Pages/nsf-awards-first-bread-grants-100512.aspx�
http://www.wageningenuniversiteit.nl/UK/�
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/press-releases/Pages/researching-system-of-rice-intensification-091015.aspx�


 

 

 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
Funding for Agricultural Development Grants :  

There are a number of factors that are sought in each 
proposal: 
• Produce measurable results 
• Use preventive approaches 
• Promise significant and long-lasting change 
• Leverage support from other sources 
• Accelerate work the foundation already supports 
However, Foundation funding does not include for   
example: Projects addressing health problems in      
developed countries; political campaigns and legislative 
lobbying efforts; building or capital campaigns; projects 
that exclusively serve religious purposes; direct support 
for individuals. 

 

 
Please note: The BREAD programme is not accepting 
letters of inquiry at this time and there are no RFPs 
open at present. 

 

Spotlight on a BREAD awardee: 
Dianna J Bowles  
Dianna J Bowles studied a large 
multigene family of enzymes from 
Arabidopsis: these                     
glycosyltransferases (GTs) play 
key roles in stress management 
and are involved in cellular        
homeostasis, whether changing 
the level and activity of hormones, 

detoxifying xenobiotics such as pesticides and           
herbicides, or regulating flux through pathways 
of      secondary metabolism. Many plant natu-
ral products have known bio-activities. 
Amongst these is "artemisinin", produced in 
glandular trichomes of Artemisia annua and 
used as a key component of WHO-approved             
combination therapies to treat malaria.        
Together with Ian Graham, she is leading a 
large multidisciplinary research group          
developing new varieties of A. annua, with 
higher yields of artemisinin.  
 

Contact: Wilhelm Gruissem 

Upcoming FP7 deadlines (cooperation, people, capacities, ideas) 

The European Commission published on 20 July 2010,  51 calls for the FP7 2011 work programmes. The most 
relevant are: 

FP7 Programme Call Identifier Call Title Call Publication Submission 
deadline 

Cooperation FP7-KBBE-2011-5-CP-CSA KBBE 2011 20-7-2010 2011-01-25 

Cooperation FP7-OCEAN-2011 The ocean of tomorrow 20-7-2010 2011-01-18 

Cooperation FP7-ENV-2011 FP7-ENV-2011 20-7-2010 2010-11-16 

Ideas ERC-2011-StG_20101109 ERC starting independent researcher 
grant* 

20-7-2010 2010-11-09 

People FP7-PEOPLE-2011-IAPP Marie Curie Industry-Academia            
Partnerships and Pathways (IAPP) 

20-7-2010 2010-12-07 

People FP7-PEOPLE-2011-ITN Marie Curie Initial Training Networks 2011 
(ITN) 

20-7-2010 2011-01-26 

Capacities FP7-INFRASTRUCTURES-
2011-1 

Call 8: FP7-Infrastructures-2011-1 20-7-2010 2010-11-25 

Capacities FP7-INFRASTRUCTURES-
2011-2 

Ninth call of the CAPACITIES Specific 
Programme 

20-7-2010 2010-11-23 

Capacities FP7-SCIENCE-IN-
SOCIETY-2011-1 

FP7-Science-in-Society-2011-1 20-7-2010 2011-01-20 

Capacities FP7-SCIENCE-IN-
SOCIETY-2011-EVENTS 

FP7-Science-in-Society-2011-Events 20-7-2010 2010-11-25 

     Disclaimer: No liability is accepted for any inclusions or advice given or for omissions from the publication. Hyperlinks are provided as a  
convenience to users. EPSO is not responsible for the contents of any information provided by outside sites through these links. 

http://www.gatesfoundation.org/�
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/grantseeker/Pages/funding-agricultural-development.aspx�
mailto:djb32@york.ac.uk�
mailto:wgruissem@ethz.ch�
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7CallsPage&rs�
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7DetailsCallPage&call_id=333�
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7DetailsCallPage&call_id=343�
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7DetailsCallPage&call_id=366�
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7DetailsCallPage&call_id=346�
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7DetailsCallPage&call_id=314�
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7DetailsCallPage&call_id=313�
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7DetailsCallPage&call_id=364�
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7DetailsCallPage&call_id=364�
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7DetailsCallPage&call_id=364�
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7DetailsCallPage&call_id=364�
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7DetailsCallPage&call_id=357�
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7DetailsCallPage&call_id=357�
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7DetailsCallPage&call_id=357�
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7DetailsCallPage&call_id=357�
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7DetailsCallPage&call_id=360�
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7DetailsCallPage&call_id=360�
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7DetailsCallPage&call_id=360�
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7DetailsCallPage&call_id=360�
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7DetailsCallPage&call_id=359�
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7DetailsCallPage&call_id=359�
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7DetailsCallPage&call_id=359�
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP7DetailsCallPage&call_id=359�


 

 

*ERC Starting Grants  

This grant competition is targeted at early-career research leaders, of any age, with 2—12 years of experience 
after their PhD. The researchers can be of any nationality as long as they are working, or moving to work, in 
Europe. 
The competition is open to proposals in any field of research (from Social Sciences and Humanities to Life         
Sciences and Physical Sciences). The available call budget is 660 Million Euro. 
The information in the table on the previous page refers to the sub-call on life sciences. 
More on the ERC Grants 
 
Upcoming ERA-Net deadlines and meetings:  
Calls: Currently no openings to our knowledge. 
Meetings: 
On 28—29 October 2010 the ERA-Network on ‘Agriculture in the Mediterranean countries’ (ARIMNet) will share 
and discuss with stakeholders from that region (and beyond) research priorities, specifically ideas for the next call 
ARIMNet will publish end this year. EPSO highly encourages scientists from this region to participate in the meet-
ing and provide such ideas. The meeting will take place in Palma de Mallorca / Spain.  
Contact: Joan Calvara. More information: www.arimnet.net  

National Research Funding Opportunities  
Panorama 
of plant   
research 
funding  
opportuni-
ties in  
Bulgaria 
 

Bulgaria 
The state of 
funding       

availability in Bulgaria is somewhat confusing at present 
– mainly due to the Reform of the Bulgarian Academy of 
Sciences (BAS) following an international report on the 
functioning of its institutions that has now begun. All   
scientists past the pensionable age, except those who 
were part of the institution's central management, have 
received one month's notice informing them that they 
are to be released from their duties. Institutions that had 
received a good evaluation would still receive financial 
support. 
 

In December 2009, changes were demanded in        
Government policy on science and increased state   
funding. According to BAS, the budget cuts of 10 million 
leva for 2010 meant that the academy would be without 
electricity or heating and several of its laboratories 
would have to close.  
 
Prior to this, the European Science Foundation (ESF), 
had released on 30 November 2009 a report that most 
of the institutions and departments of BAS had been 
conducting essential, vital and valuable work that abided 
by international standards. ESF also stressed that BAS 
had operated on the ‘border of  survival’ due to severe 
lack of funding and one unnamed institution was said to 
be listed as having to close down. Support was         
promised but only when set against ‘real results’. 
 

Historical information on research funding in        
Bulgaria: 
From the early 1900s Bulgaria started to actively        
develop its own scientific and technological basis and    

scientific research expanded with a steady pace until the 
early 1990s. In the mid-1990s, it came to an almost 
complete halt, but since the early 2000s Bulgarian     
science slowly began again to regain its growth. 
 

As of 2009, 47 universities operated within Bulgaria's 
small territory. The Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 
(BAS), the leading scientific institution in the country, 
employed most of Bulgaria's researchers working in its 
numerous branches. Also as of 2009 some of its most 
significant equipment remained non-operational due to 
severe mismanagement in the Ministry of Education and 
Science — responsible for funding scientific projects, 
(including he most powerful supercomputer in Eastern 
Europe — one of the top 100 in the world as of 2009.  
 

In January 2009, the Bulgarian government approved      
a 10-year plan for funding three main areas of             
scientific development — Innovative potential sciences 
(biotechnology, healthcare technology, alternative     
energy sources, nanotechnology and communications); 
Sustainable development sciences (ecology);             
scientific studies for the support of industry.  
 
Although the BSP government had planned an increase 
of scientific spending for 2010 (from 0.4 to 0.6% of 
GDP), the financial crisis has caused a decrease of 
funding in 2009. Further information on planned Policy is 
now available on the new BAS website. 
 

European sources of funding for Bulgaria: 
Besides the Structural and the Cohesion Funds, which 
are parts of the EU Cohesion and Regional Policy and 
are specifically allocated to each Member State, there 
are horizontal programmes allocated to the whole    
Community. They cover big areas like Research and 
Development and Competitiveness and Innovation and 
are categorised as European Community Programmes. 
Other opportunities that can be explored are in areas 
related to Culture, Media, Entrepreneurship,               
Professional Qualification, Mobility Programmes, and   
others. 

http://erc.europa.eu/index.cfm?fuseaction=page.display&topicID=498�
mailto:calvara@inia.es�
http://www.arimnet.net/�
http://sofiaecho.com/2009/11/30/823175_bulgarian-academy-of-sciences-earns-good-annual-marks�
http://sofiaecho.com/2009/11/30/823175_bulgarian-academy-of-sciences-earns-good-annual-marks�
http://sofiaecho.com/2009/11/30/823175_bulgarian-academy-of-sciences-earns-good-annual-marks�
http://sofiaecho.com/2009/11/30/823175_bulgarian-academy-of-sciences-earns-good-annual-marks�
http://www.bas.bg/cgi-bin/e-cms/vis/vis.pl?p=0200�
http://www.bas.bg/fce/001/0268/files/MicrosoftWord-StrategicFieldsandPrioritiesoftheBulgarianAcademyofSciencesScientificPolicyinthe2009.pdf�


 

 

• EU Structural Funds and Cohesion Fund 
Most of the EU funding for the Member States is done 
through the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund, 
which constitute a considerable part of the EU budget.  
 

Their goals are to assist the most economically less  
developed regions of the EU and to promote EU           
integration through cohesion. The financing for the 
Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund within the 27 
EU countries is granted through the national and        
regional authorities of the Member States. The expected 
impact of these funds is an increase in the GDP of the 
country to 51% of the EU average and an increase in the 
employment rate to 64% (56% in 2005). For               
2007—2009, the structural instruments contributed for 
over 6% of the national GDP.  
 
• Seventh Framework Programme for Research 
The Seventh Framework Programme for Research has 
four main objectives, which are canalised through four 
programmes — Cooperation, Ideas, People, and        
Capacities. The funding available under the programme 
for the period 2007—2013 is almost 55 billion euro for 
the whole EU.  
 

The focus points of the programme for research are 
transnational cooperation in projects and networks,    
frontier research, training and development of            
researchers, and support of research and innovation 
capacities. Possible beneficiaries include third countries’ 
organisations and researchers and companies intending 
to innovate. The programme in Bulgaria is managed by 
the Bulgarian Ministry of Education and Science. 
 
• Competitiveness and Innovation framework 

Programme (CIP) 
The funding available to Member States under the CIP 
for the period 2007—2013 is nearly 3.6 billion euro. Its 
three operational programmes are Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation Programme, Information Communication  
Policy support Programme, and Intelligent Energy 
Europe.  
 

The objectives of the programme are the increase of 
competitiveness of businesses, especially of small and 
medium size enterprises (SMEs), fostering of innovation, 
promoting an Information Society, and boosting of       
energy efficiency and renewable energy  resources. The 
programme in Bulgaria is managed by the State Agency 
for Information Technology and Communications. 
 
• Lifelong Learning Programme 
The Lifelong Learning Programme has 6 programmes — 
Comenius, Erasmus, Leonardo da Vinci, Grundtvig, 
Horizontal Programmes, and Jean Monnet. The funding 
for the whole EU for 2007—2013 is 6.97 billion euro. 
The Programme's aim is to support mobility, bilateral 
and multilateral partnerships, multilateral projects and 
networks, and unilateral and national projects in         
education and training. The programme in Bulgaria is 
managed by the Human Resource Development Centre.  
 
American sources of funding for Bulgaria: 
Bulgarian Young Leaders Programme (BYLP)  
The America for Bulgaria Foundation (ABF) and            

the Institute of International Education (IIE) announced 
the launch of the Bulgarian Young Leaders Programme 
(BYLP). The programme, which is administered by       
IIE on behalf of ABF, aims to identify Bulgarian          
undergraduate students of exceptional calibre and    
promising environmental protection professionals and 
provide them with unique scholarship and leadership 
training in the United States.  
 
In that sense, BYLP fits perfectly with ABF's mission to 
not only prepare individuals to become catalysts for     
Bulgaria's continuous civil society and private sector    
development and economic growth, but to also increase 
mutual understanding and ongoing collaboration         
between young and aspiring leaders in the United States 
and Bulgaria.  
 
Information portals: 
A relatively new and important useful website has been 
developed by InvestNet.bg which is the Bulgarian      
Investment and Business Network financed by the      
Bulgaria Fund, a grant making initiative of USAID and 
the German Marshall Fund.  
 
This project is developed in partnership between the 
American University in Bulgaria and Eastisoft, a          
Bulgarian software company. It aims to bring the most 
up-to-date, relevant and practical information and advice 
to potential and current investors in Bulgaria. It seeks to 
foster a trusted community, which allows genuine     
sharing of experience, as well as efficient search and 
obtaining of relevant investment and business advice. In 
its efforts to achieve this goal, it is building partnerships 
with relevant government agencies, commercial      
counsellors, chambers of commerce, industrial          
associations, consulting companies, analysts, and 
NGOs from all relevant spheres.  
 
The partnership will strive to promote informal exchange 
of information and opinion through the Discussion Forum 
and Targeted Enquiry Service on InvestNet.bg, putting 
an emphasis on the quality of professional advice,       
efficiency, and transparency. CORDIS also provides 
information on the current status of funding. 
 
Contact: Atanas Atanassov 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/fp7/index_en.cfm�
http://www.minedu.government.bg�
http://ec.europa.eu/cip/index_en.htm�
http://www.daits.government.bg/�
http://www.daits.government.bg/�
http://www.daits.government.bg/�
http://www.daits.government.bg/�
http://ec.europa.eu/education/lifelong-learning-programme/doc78_en.htm�
http://www.hrdc.bg�
http://www.americaforbulgaria.org/page/home?CFID=9914568&CFTOKEN=22095469�
mailto:www.aubg.bg�
mailto:www.eastisoft.com�
http://cordis.europa.eu/erawatch/index.cfm?fuseaction=org.documentAjax&uuid=A8E557E2-CE3A-0DD7-3C22B1A3B53EA838�
mailto:atanas_atanassov@abi.bg�


 

 

5th EPSO Conference: 
 

 Finland 29 August - 2 
September, 2010  

 
Registration still open — 
register before 31 July, 
2010 to be included in the 
participants list. 

Upcoming Meetings 
 

• 19th World Congress of Soil Science,                    
1-6 August, Australia  

• 5th EPSO Conference: Finland             
29 August - 2 September,  2010  

• 6th SPPS PhD Student Conference,                     
2-5 September 2010, Finland  

• 9th Solanaceae Genome Workshop,                     
5-9 September, Scotland  

• 2010 GARNet Meeting, 6-7 September, Durham, 
UK  

• 9th European Nitrogen Fixation Conference,           
6-10 September, Switzerland  

• ETNA Summer School ‘ Application of Omics and 
Bioinformatics in Plant Breeding’,                        
12-29 September, Sofia, Bulgaria 

• The KBBE towards 2020 Conference,                 
13-14 September, Brussels, Belgium  

• Forest Landscapes and Global Change,              
21-27 September, Portugal  

• ArimNet: Conference of stakeholders,                 
28-29 October, Valencia, Spain 

• European Platform for Biodiversity Research  
Strategy (EPBRS) meeting 'Positive visions for 
Biodiversity', 16-19 November, Brussels, Belgium  

 

 

• Gates Cambridge Scholarship at University of      

Cambridge, UK 

• EURIAS Fellowships 

• CIMO Fellowships 

• ECO Fellowships 

• PhD and PostDoc positions in bioinformatics,         

Germany 

• Natural resources Management Specialist,          

Cambodia 

• Ramsar Convention Small Grants Fund 

• FONASCO - Erasmus Fellowships 

• IES grant call, Europe 

• Endeavour Awards: Australia 

• PhD studentship; Dundee, Scotland 

• Professorship: Paris, France 

• Literature Curator: Gent, Belgium 

• Fulbright Student Fellowships for Master and Ph.D 

• Junior Researcher, BioForsk, Norway 

• Genetic Engineering and Genetically Modified       

Organisms Training:Tromsø, Norway 

• UNESCO Fellowships 

• Three Ph.D positions: Poland 

• AMAROUT Fellowships: Madrid, Spain 

• Tenure-track position: Tel Aviv, Israel 

• Two group leader positions, Sweden 

• Research Specialist : UCL, Louvain, Belgium 

• Sato International Scholarship Foundation, Japan 

• New Zealand Development Scholarship 

• Two Fellowships at Rothamsted Research Institute, 

UK 

• Ph.D Scholarships: Aarhus University, Denmark 

• MSc Scholarships: University of Edinburgh,         

Scotland 

• Scholarship for PhD and post-doctoral studies in 

Sweden 

• Scholarship for master's level studies in Sweden 

• PhD position, Austria 

• Postdoctoral position, Austria 

For more information on these positions:  
http://www.epsoweb.org/careers/jobs 

Send your job announcements to: EPSO 

You can find more detailed list on the EPSO website: 
http://www.epsoweb.org/events/plant-meetings-agenda/list 

Announce your meeting on our new website by contacting EPSO 
 

Career Opportunities 
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About EPSO 

Disclaimer 

EPSO, the European Plant Science Organisation, is an independent academic organisation that represents more 
than 223 leading academic research institutes, universities and departments from 30 countries. Together they     
represent over 28000 plant researchers and staff. In addition, EPSO has over 1600 personal members. 
 
The mission of EPSO is to promote plant science and plant scientists, to represent plant scientists in discussions                  
about future plant science programme priorities across Europe, to provide an authoritative source of independent 
information on plant science, and to promote training of plant scientists to meet 21st Century challenges in       
breeding, agriculture, horticulture, forestry, plant ecology and sectors related to plant science. 
 
To achieve its mission, EPSO advises policy and decision makers at national and European level on science       
policy, as an independent body and as member of the Initiative for Science in Europe (ISE) and the European       
Technology Platform ‘Plants for the Future’ (Plant ETP). EPSO supports plant scientists via the EPSO conferences 
including support grants for junior and eastern scientists, workshops, tutorships and as information broker via 
EPSO News and its website. 
 
EPSO’s strategy is defined by the representatives at the General Meeting and further elaborated by the                              
elected Board. Current Board members are Wilhelm Gruissem (president – CH), Ulrich Schurr (vice-president & 
treasurer – DE), Eva-Mari Aro (FI), Ton Bisseling (NL), Jacek Hennig (PL), Jonathan Jones (UK), Christophe 
Plomion (FR), Pere Puigdomenech (ES), Chiara Tonelli (IT) and Erkki Truve (EE). 
  
 EPSO’s strategy is implemented by its members and staff. Contact us to join our activities:  

• Science policy (EPSO, ISE, Plant ETP), members, observers, association relations: Karin Metzlaff  
• Newsletter, website, external publications: Daniela Mayes 
• EU projects, EPSO workshops: Dorothée  Bongaerts 
• Conference, office, database, personal membership: Nadia Khawaja 

  
Since its creation in 2000, the organisation has become a strong advocate of plant research in Europe                
and an important voice articulating the contributions and needs of plant scientists at national and European levels 
and beyond. 

Every effort has been made to present all information accurately.     
However, no liability is accepted for any inclusions or advice given or 
for omissions from the publication. Hyperlinks are provided as a            
convenience to users. EPSO is not responsible for the contents of any                     
information provided by outside sites through these links. 
  

As the information provided in EPSO News can only be a selection, 
EPSO is happy to receive further and updated information for              
distribution.  
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year. Access is restricted to EPSO personal members.  
© EPSO. Material may be cited provided full reference is given.     
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Millenium Prize Winner 
 

Professor Michael Gratzel of the 
Lausanne Federal Technology      
Institute received the €800,000      
Millennium prize at a ceremony in 
Helsinki on June 09, 2010.         
 
Professor Gratzel's innovation 
mimics the way plants turn light 
into energy.  
 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/
technology/10276652.stm 

 

New Zealand Ministry 
of Research, Science 
and Technology met  
European Commission 
science delegation 
 
Wellington, 11 June 2010 
 
Full article available at: http://
www.morst.govt.nz/
international/global/eu/Joint-
Statement-from-the-Second-
NZ-EC-Joint-STC-Meeting/ 

 

OECD-FAO                  
Agricultural Outlook 

 2010-2019 
http://www.oecd.org/ 

Food prices to rise by up to        
40% over next decade, UN        
report warns. 

Also see the related Guardian 
article at: 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/
business/2010/jun/15/food-prices-
rise-un-report 
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