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άEuropean Plant Science is in Great Healthέ  

José Pío Beltrán, President of EPSO, along with Jana Albrechtova and 

Christine Foyer of FESPB opened the Plant Biology Europe EPSO/FESPB 

Congress by saying "We will feel the power of basic plant science to answer 

the challenges of our society".  He closed the conference on the final day by 

saying that we had seen that European plant science was in great health.  

During the four days in between the Congress included a packed scientific 

programme, dynamic poster sessions, 

lively coffee break discussions in the 

exhibition area, and additional 

sessions on science policy, science communication, women in 

science, and publishing. 

The Congress attracted over 900 participants from 58 countries, and was a veritable festival for all 

those who love plant science.  The next edition will take place in Copenhagen in 2018. 

 

Photos: Miroslav Barták 

http://www.epsoweb.org/
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The Scientific Programme 

One the defining features of the congress was the breadth of 

topics on offer from across the plant sciences, allowing 

participants from different fields to interact, share and discuss.  

A total of 13 plenary speakers and 31 keynote speakers took 

to the stage, with 5 parallel sessions taking place outside of 

the plenary talks. 

Topics covered all aspects of plant biology, from the small 

scale of “The Protein World” session, their relationships in 

“Beneficial Plant-Microbe Interactions”, through to the more 

holistic “Ecosystems Under Climate Change”.   

Each session included high-quality speakers from across 

Europe and beyond, as we were taken on a journey 

through the latest advances in plant science.  Jana 

Albrechtova, the Congress President praised the excellent 

scientific content by saying “we have created the big 

picture of what is happening right now in plant biology”.  

It was particularly fitting that 150 years after Gregor 

Mendel first presented his laws of inheritance in the 

Czech Republic, Judith Burstin of INRA, France presented 

work on the progress towards the sequencing of the pea 

genome. 

Stefan Kepinski of the University of Leeds, UK also 

referenced a great local scientist of the past, Julius Sachs 

one of the first Czech plant physiologists, during his 

plenary talk on gravitropism. 
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Science Policy ς Plants for the Future 

Some of the most pressing policy issues in European plant science were discussed in a plenary 

session on science policy.  The presentations are available on the EPSO 

website. 

"It's our future and we have to engage in it" said Karin Metzlaff, Executive 

Director of the European Plant Science Organisation (EPSO),  underling 

the role plant science can fulfil by contributing to a more inclusive Europe 

and world.  EPSO represents 227 research institutes and universities, 

supporting science and scientists at the European level, providing science 

advice to policy, and fostering science with society through events such as 

the Fascination of Plants Day. 

"Every single aspect of food starts with plants" said the Marios Markakis 

of the European Commission as he presented details of the EC’s new 

FOOD 2030 strategy which will influence research and innovation 

investment in future years with priorities in nutrition, climate, 

sustainability and innovation.  Events to launch the strategy will take 

place in Brussels on 12th and 13th October. 

Catherine Kistner, the Call Coordinator of the ERA-CAPS network of 

national funding agencies presented details of their third call which was 

published on the 23rd of June, entitled “Europe-USA Call strengthening 

transnational research in the Molecular Plant Sciences”.  Nine funding 

agencies from Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Poland, Serbia, Switzerland, U.K. and USA 

participate in the call with a total indicative budget of up to 15 M €.  The deadline for pre-proposals is 

the 28th September. 

Uli Schurr, Chairman of the European Technology Platform ‘Plants for the Future’ showed that the 

plant sector is a cornerstone of the European economy, employing 30 million people and 50,000 

scientists in the public sector.  He presented details of recent study “The economic, social and 

environmental value of plant breeding in Europe” commissioned by the ETP, showing that EU plant 

breeding has greatly improved global food supply ‐ enough to additionally feed 160 million people. 

  

http://www.epsoweb.org/prague-2016?1814652836=1
http://www.epsoweb.org/prague-2016?1814652836=1
http://www.plantday.org/
http://www.plantetp.org/images/stories/stories/documents_pdf/HFFA_Research_Paper_03_16_final_protected.pdf
http://www.plantetp.org/images/stories/stories/documents_pdf/HFFA_Research_Paper_03_16_final_protected.pdf
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Poster Sessions 

"The participation of so many young people was wonderful" said 

Laura de Gara of the FESPB at the closing ceremony.  The energy of 

the young generation was most evident during the poster sessions, 

which provided a dynamic setting for discussion as hundreds of 

posters were displayed during the conference. 

EPSO awarded three poster prizes, announced by EPSO Vice-

President Cathie Martin at the conference dinner.  Congratulations 

to Katarzyna Gajek from Poland, Neha Vaid from Germany and 

Katie Wilkins from the UK, who each received a 200 euros prize. 
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EPSO Young Plant Scientist Award 

In January EPSO was happy to announce the two winners of the first EPSO Young Plant Scientist 

Award, initiated to encourage the development of ideas and imaginative thinking in the plant 

sciences. 

¶ Ruie Liu was selected on fundamental plant research and 

¶ Malaika Ebert on applied plant research 

Ruie and Malaika presented their research during a plenary session of the congress.  In addition, they  

both received €200 and EPSO covered their registration and 

travel to the meeting. 

EPSO president Jose Pio Beltran awarded Ruie Liu her prize, 

praising her work which has uncovered a novel process in fruit 

development. 

Malaika Ebert received her award from EPSO Vice-President 

Cathie Martin who was impressed by her creative approach to 

engineer immunity against an important class of fungal 

pathogens.  

Ruie (centre) and Malaika (right), pictured with poster award winner Katie Wilkins (left) 

 

Science Communication Session 

Przemysław Wojtaszek of Adam Mickiewicz University, Poland provided 

the keynote talk about communicating plant biology in Poznan.  He is a 

global co-ordinator of the Fascination of Plants Day (FoPD), during which 

Poland organized 207 events last year, a remarkable achievement.  

Trine Hvoslef-Eide told the story of one FoPD which event took place at 

the Norwegian University of Life Sciences in Ås, Norway. Trine organized 

a plant production course, students cultivated their own plants and sold 

them during FoPD. They needed to find the facts about plant growth and 

ask advice when stuck, and even made economic calculations on the growth and sales of the plants. 

The proceeds were used to fund the education of Mkami, a schoolgirl in Tanzania, and provide 10 

shelter boxes for families after the earthquake in Nepal. 

Calum MacKichan of EPSO presented how to use Twitter for reporting from scientific conferences, an 

activity many people engaged in, creating a highly active Twitter stream throughout the conference. 



6 Plant Biology Europe EPSO/FESPB Congress 2016 Report, 14.7.2016 
 

Social Media Activity   

Calum MacKichan, the EPSO publications officer, contacted the 

EPSO support grant winners before the conference and asked 

them to join the social media activity.  At the science 

communication session Calum gave an exciting talk about how 

to report from conferences using social media and encouraged 

the audience to join in. This led to a peak of twitter activities 

from then on throughout the conference. 

Activities and impact under the #EPB16 hastag:  

¶ 627 tweets were sent by 132 contributors over 6 days (26.6.-1.7.2016) 

¶ Reached 82,116 twitter accounts, thereby reaching 629,484 exposures to the #EPB16 news 

¶ Top contributor was @EPSOEurope  

 

 

FESPB/EPSO 2018 Plant Biology Europe Copenhagen - 

June 18-21 

 It is a pleasure for the local organizing committee to 

invite the “Plant Biology Europe” Congress in 2018 to 

Copenhagen.  

A Plant Biology conference in Denmark in 2018 would be 

timely for several reasons. Plant research has become a 

high profile research area in Denmark and has been made 

an area of strategic focus at University of Copenhagen 

resulting in the investment of 2 new buildings and research facilities called Copenhagen Plant Science 

Center which will be ready by 2018. At Aarhus University strong competences in both crop genetics 

and biotechnology and basic plant molecular biology including a Center of Excellence have been 

merged in one Department.  

Several cross national activities have been and will be 

initiated such as the public private partnership  “Crop 

Innovation Denmark” which is a partnership between 

breeders and plant scientists at universities. Similarly, the 

innovation partnership “Intelligent, sustainable and 

efficient plant production” will be funded and initiated as 

one of 5 highprofiled public private innovation 

partnerships in the beginning of 2015.  

It is our hope that hosting the Plant Biology conference will be of mutual inspiration and benefit for 

the ongoing initiatives and the conference. 

 


