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OEuropean Plant Sciendsin Great Healtld

Jo Pio Beltran, President of EPS@ong withJana Albrechtova and
ChristineFoyer of FESRipenedthe Plant Biology EuropePSO/FESPB
Congresdy saying We will feel the power of basic plant science to answer
the challenges of our society'He closed the conference on the final day by
saying that we had seen that Europeaarilscience was in great health.
During the four days in between the Congress included a packed scientific
programme, dynamic poster sessionsd, @) oo
. lively coffee break discussions in the o _
#epb16 Take home message: European Plant
exhibition area, and additional Biology is in a very good health! See you all in

. . . . . . . the next congress @EPSOEurope
Sessions on science pOIlW,lence ommunication, women in @EPSO_FESPB2016
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The Congress attractealer 900participantsfrom 58 countriesand wasa veritable festival for all
thosewho love plant science.The next edition will take place in Copenhagen in 2018.

Photos: MiroslavBartak
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TheScientific Programme

One the defining features of the congress was the breadth g
topics on offer from across the plant sciences, allowing
participants from different fields to interact, share and discus
A total of13 plenary speakersnd 31 keynote speakertok
to the stage, with 5 parallel sessions taking plaatside of
the plenary talks

Topics covered all aspects of plant biology, from the small
scale of “The Protein Worlc
“Benef i-MicrebeIntPla@nt ons"” , t hr
holistic “"Ecosystems Under

| Each session includéaigh-quality speakers from across

Europe and beyond, as we were taken on a journey

through the latest advancda plant science. Jana

Albrechtova, theCongess Presidemnpraised the excellent
scientific content by saying *“
picture of what is happening ri

It was patrticularly fitting thafl50 years after Gregor
Mendel first presented his laws of inheritancetie

Czech Republidudith Burstirof INRAFrance presented
work on the progress towards the sequencing of the pea

1 enome.

" Plant °

1 Bi ol ogy Stefan Kepinski of the Ur.1ive.rsity of Leeds, UK also

{ EUI"Op e referenced a greabcalscientist of the past, Julius Sachs

one of thefirst Czech plant physiologistduring his
plenarytalk on gravitropism.

B Ritch X 2 Follow n Sonia Socaci ol m m Amy Zanne 1 m
Really nice overwiew of S. Wyatt about early Full room at Plant-Microbiome Interactions J. Vorholt: Fun talk on the leaf microbiota-
response to gravitropism and space #epb16 Very interesting talks! commensal bacteria trigger defense genes to

experiments @EPSO_FESPB2016 #epb16 protect plants from pathogens #epb16

1 5 Afsaad

g zeatin riboside {3 2 Follow
R

Marvelous talk about cytokinins by Thomas
Schmulling #epb16

Neha Vaid o m

#epb16 amazing talk by Barbara Halkier.
Covered transporters, insect response, cellular

TrendsPlantSci o m
o~

#epb16 Lucas Cernusak: great overview on
using stable isotopes to understand carbon
assimilation

1 1 a-

biology, evolution n application of
glucosinolates
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Science Policy Plants for the Future

Some of the most pressing policy issues in European plant science were disc@spbshary
session on science policy. The presentatienesavailable on th&EPSO
website

"It's our future and we have to engage in $lid Karin Metzlaff=xecutive
Directorof the European Plant Science Organisation (EPSO), underli
the role plant scencecanfulfil by contributingto a more inclusive Europe

and world EPSO represents 227 research institutestaigersities oty

Europe

supportingscience and scientistt the European level, providirsgience [ o
Congress

advice to policyand fosteringscience wih societythrough events such asg =---
the Fascination of Plants Day

of the European Commission as he pre
FOOD 2036étrategy which will influence research and innovation

investment in future yearsith priorities in nutrition, climate,

sustainability and innovatianEvents to launch thetrategywill take

e placein Brusselsn 12th and 13th October

Europe

i Catherine Kistnerhe Call Coordinator of the EFRAPS network of
‘j"“’“’ national fundingagencies presented details of tin¢hird call whichwas
published on the 23rd of Junentitled” E u r-WSH €all strengthening

transnational resear ch Nineinding Mol ecu
agencies from Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Poland, Serbia, Switzerland, U.K. and USA
participate in the call wit hThadeadbne farlprpioposalsisat i v e

the 28th September

Uli SchurrChairman ofhe EuropeanTechnologyPlatform* Pl ant s f showet thaatheFut ur e’
plant sector is a cornerstone tife European economyemploying30 millionpeople ands0,000

scientists irthe public sector He present ed dheecnomis soodland ecent st
environmental value of plant breeding in Eur6pe c o mmi ssi oned byEUWpaet ETP, s
breeding hagreatlyimprovedglola | f ood s uppl ipnallyfeedri@ undlibn péople. ad di t

Horticulture £x 2 Foll .
; Y . Suraj Sharma ¥ 2 Follow

European Plant Sector — Importance and
Targets in Research, Innovation and Education C. Kistner: Notification of opportunity for future
collaborative projects #£EPB16

O Third ERA-CAPS Catl 3018
participation

Ulrich Schurr #epb16 Plants
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Poster Sessions

opid EPSO

"The participation of so many young people was wonderful" said

Laura de Garaf the FESP& the closing ceremonyThe energy Of | fmen a2 astonie oo oo e ssssonte
the young generation was most evidentrihg the poster sessions,
which provided a dynamic setting for discussion as hundreds of
posters were displayed during the conference.

EPSO awarded three poster prizasnounced by EPSO Vice
President Cathie Martin at the conference dinnenng@ratulations
to Katarzyna Gajek from Polardeha Vaid from Germargnd
Katie Wilkins from the UKvho each received a 2@uros prize.

D Beatriz Ramos e m

#epb16 Poster session: active networking!!
Tomorrow's scientists growing up!

Such interesting research at #epb16! A
wonderful combination of art and science here
#music #plantphysiology

", Pl Acqualredie®. bogre €arcrh, Mars . Or Yua®

Gosambiersd, Unsrritd degh e o ar (1t

5 4 DD24AEEE -

n Tijana {2 Foliow

Met so many nice people at amazing poster
sessions, great ideas flowing around. Thank
you for this opportunity @EPSOEurope!
#epb16
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EPSO Young Plant Scientist Award

In January EPSO was happy to announce the two winners of the first EPS®MauBgientist
Award initiated to encourage the development of ideas and imaginatimeking in the plant
sciences.

1 Ruie Liwas selected on fundamental plant research and
1 Malaika Eberbn applied plant research

Ruie and Malaika presesd their research during a plenary sessiafithe congressin addition,they
both received €200and EPSO cowet their registration and
travel to the meeting

EPS@residentJose Pio BeltraawardedRuie Lither prize,
praising ter workwhich hasuncoveral a noel process in fruit
development.

Malaika Eberteceived her award frorePSVicePresident
Cathie Martin who was impressed by lweative approach to
engineer immunity against an important classurigal
pathogens.

Ruie (centre) and Malaika (right), pictured with poster award winner Katie Wilkins (left)

ScenceCommnunication Session

Pr zemyst aw AdnjMicldesvizzdJkiversitfy, Poland provided
the keynote talk aboutommuntating plant biology in Poznan. He is a
global ceordinator of the Fascination of Plants Day (FoPD), during which
Poland organize@07 events last year, a remarkable achievement.

TrineHvoslefEidetold the story of one FOPD which event took plate a

the Norwegiarlniversity of Life SciencesAs Norway Trineorganizd

a plant production coursejsdents cultivated their own plants and sold
them during FoPDI'hey needed to find the facts about plant growth and
ask advice when stuck, and even made economic calculations on the growth and sales of the plants.
Theproceeds were used to fund the education of Mkami, a schoolgirl in Tanzania, and provide 10
shelter boxes for families after the earthquake in Nepal.

Calum MacKichaof EPSO presented how to use Twitter for reporting from sciewtififerencesan
activity many peopleengaged increating a highly active Twitter stream throughout the conference.

Beatriz R .
D eatriz Ramos e m ii Claire Stoker toll Following
Congrats to science communication session! o
Encouraging. Thanks for sharing a lot of Awesome #scicomm session at #epb1 6
positive energy #epb16
oo v | DB Y =BlE-a
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Social Media Activity

Calum MacKichan, the EPSO publications officer, contacted
EPSO support grant winners before the conference and ask
them to join the social media activityAt the science
communication sessioBalum gave an exciting tadbout how
to report from conferences usingpcial mediandencouragd
the audience to join in. This led to a peak of twitter activities
from then on throughout the conference.

Activities and impact under the #EPBifstag

1 627 tweetswere sentby 132 contributorover 6 days (26.61.7.2016)
1 ReachedB2,116 twitter accountsthereby reaching 62884 exposures to the #EPB16 news
1 Top contributor was @EPSOEurope

FESPB/EPSO 20REnt Biology Europ€openhagen
June 1821

It is a pleasure for the local organizing committee to
invite the “Plant Biolog :
COpenhagen. '"‘"‘;....“"TIIIII_“

L ¥
it

A Plant Biology conference in Denmark in 2018 would} :
timely for several reasons. Plant research has
high profile researt area in Denmark and has been mal
an area of strategic focus at University of Copenhage
resulting in the investment of 2 new buildings and research facilities called Copenhagen Plant Science
Center which will be ready by 2018. At Aarhus University gtammpetences in both crop genetics

and biotechnology and basic plant molecular biology including a Center of Excellence have been
merged in one Department.

Several cross national activities have been and will be
initiated such as the public private partrship“ Cr o p

Il nnovation Denmar k” whi c

breeders and plant scientists at universities. Similarly, \

i nnovation partnership *“ ‘ ':¥'v|nabl
efficient plant product.i T Sl X '~\'n and i

one of 5 highprofed public private innovation
partnerships in the beginning of 2015.

It is our hope that hosting the Plant Biology conference will be of mutual inspiration and benefit for
the ongoing initiatives and the conference.
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